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ambitions and his aspirations. In speaking on this Bills it is we
who represent the real views of the agricultural masses, not the
insular and isolated English official,
Pherozeshah went on to condemn the empirical legislation, whkfa
sought to do away by a stroke of the pen with a system established
by the statesmanship of an earlier generation of revenue officials of
great experience and sympathetic insight It was not for their succes-
sors to set themselves up as their critics. The officials of the day we*er
no longer the giants of old; they were narrow and dogmatic in their
views, and intolerant of differences of opinion.
It was a powerful indictment, and travelled a wide ground. One
by one, the speaker demolished the positions taken up by the sup-
porters of the Bill. He held up their pretensions to ridicule, poured
scorn on their efforts to belittle the opposition, and subjected to a
masterly analysis the claims they advanced on behalf of the measure.
It was a speech which, in the House of Commons, or any other
Parliament of free men, might have turned the scale, might have
converted a hopeless minority into a substantial majority. But the
well-drilled ranks of the Government listen not to reason or argu-
ment As an honourable member observed at a recent meeting of the
Imperial Council, * theirs not to reason why, theirs but to vote and
die!' The amendment was defeated by fourteen votes to nine. There-
upon, as previously arranged, Pherozeshah left the Hall, followed by
Bhalchandra Krishna, Goculdas Parekh, Daji Abaji Khare and
G. K. Gokhale. The Bill immediately went through the secood and
the third reading, and was passed into law.
A storm of indignation broke in certain quarters over the fae*db erf
Pherozeshah and his loyal coUeaguies, who, at bis btddS@g, fad
walked out of the Hall and declined to take any ptft in the sdfeom
farce of going through the Bill stage bf stage. Never had setih an
affront been offered, and Anglo-India and officialdom were furious.
Their venom was mostly directed against Pfcrraseslmk It was be
who had dictated this novel method of protest. Gokfatle, indeed* ted
felt some doubts about the wisdom of die course proposed m be
adopted, and had written at length to PherarstiaK stiggestiiig the
desirability of his moving some ameiKliBeots which aaigjbt tie rise